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I. BAPTISM AND THE MOSAIC LAW
The Pentateuch mentions certain rites of purification with water. It does not talk about baptism.

Il. BAPTISM OF JOHN (MARK 1:4, LUKE 3:3)

During the time of Jesus it was a Jewish custom to baptize proselites as an initiation into the Jewish faith. But
John baptized Jews! The baptism of John was a way for Jews to show repentance. The Jews had not really
followed God, and now John was calling them to repentance for the forgiveness of their sins because the kingdom
of God was approaching. The idea was that God was about to act. Repentance and obedience would result in
blessing, while disobedience would result in a curse. The Jews needed to repent and follow God. John’s baptism
was a public declaration that a Jew desired to repent and follow God.

Iil. BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
(A It unites true believers in the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13).

[ It makes it possible for believers to participate in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ,
liberating them from slavery to sin (Romans 6:1-4).

(A1t seals true believers in Christ with a guarantee of salvation (Ephesians 1:13-14).
Before the day of Pentecost in the book of Acts it was a future event (Ezekiel 36:26-27, Acts 1:4-5).

On the day of Pentecost it was a present event:
For Jews (Acts 2:1-4)
For Samaritans (Acts 8:14-17)
For Gentiles (Acts 11:15-18)
For uninformed Jews (Acts 19:1-6)

After the above mentioned occurrences it was a past event in the life of anyone who placed personal faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13)

IV. BAPTISM IN THE CHURCH
A. The commandment to baptize (Matthew 28:19-20)

B. The meaning of baptize
1. introduce completely in liquid
2. cover with liquid
3. make wet with liquid
4. pour liquid over something



C. The mode of baptism
There are three basic modes used to baptize in churches today:

1. sprinkling water on someone - This illustrates well the purification of sin by the blood of Christ. (Lev. 16:11-
16 y Hebrews 9:1-22). There is little historical basis for this.

2. pouring water over someone — This illustrates well the pouring out of the Holy Spirit over those who have
placed personal faith in Jesus. (1 Corinthians 12:13). In the catacombs of Rome there are paintings that
illustrate the use of this practice in the early church.

3. immersing someone in water — This illustrates well the central theme of the Gospel: the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. (Romans 6). It appears to be the common method of baptizing in the Biblical
record.

D. The theological meaning

1. The Roman Catholic Church teaches that baptism cleanses the newborn baby from the original sin that is
inherited from Adam. It should normally be done under the authority of the Roman Catholic Church. It is
necessary for salvation. It should be performed for babies that have been born into a Christian home, and also
on adults who did not grow up in a Christian home and then place personal faith in Christ (Mark 16:16; Acts
2:38; Acts 22:16). The members of the Catholic Church fear that if they do not baptize their baby soon after
birth, the baby could be condemned to hell if he/she dies without being baptized. This practice has resulted in a
dependence on the Catholic Church for salvation.

The Church of Christ also teaches that baptism is necessary for salvation, but they apply it only for those who
have reached the maturity to understand and receive the Gospel. They believe that the only true baptism is
performed under the authority of the Church of Christ. They believe that if someone is not baptized under the
authority of their church they will most likely go to hell. They call for all Christians to come under the authority of
the Church of Christ and be baptized. As is the case with Roman Catholicism, this creates a total dependence
on their church as the only true way of salvation.

2. Churches with a reformed kind of theology teach that circumcision was the sign and seal of the
covenant that God made with Abraham. They believe that baptism replaces circumcision as the sign and
seal of this covenant for those who are members of the Christian church community. It represents the
commitment of God with His people, and the commitment of His people with Him. It is not necessary for
salvation (Acts 15:1 and Ephesians 2:8-9). It is for babies who are born in Christian homes to show that
they enter the covenant through their parents, who promise to instruct their children to have faith in Christ
and live in obedience to the commandments of the covenant. It is also for those who do not grow up in a
Christian home and place faith in Jesus as adults. Since the early history of the church the practice of
baptizing babies has existed. They understood that there is a direct relationship between circumcision and
baptism, as an identification with God’s covenant with man. They did not see it to be necessarily related to
a personal individual faith of the baby when he/she was baptized (Genesis 17:7-12; Galatians 3:26-29;
Romans 4:11; Colossians 2:11-12). This was the point of view of the primitive Roman Catholic Church and
the Protestant Reformation.



3. Other churches understand that baptism is a symbol of salvation (Romans 6). It is an act of obedience to
the commandment of Christ (Matthew 28:19-20). It is not necessary for salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9). It is only
for those who have placed personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and generally is by immersion. Even though
this practice began to disappear in the historical practice of the Christian church, it is the point of view that
best reflects the teaching of the Bible.

There will be different ideas among Christians concerning the practice of baptism in the church. Each person
needs to have a conviction based on the Word of God. One thing that needs to be clear: Faith in Jesus is what
saves (Romans 1:16), not baptism.



APPENDIX

SOME OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

1. Paul evangelized many people and established many churches, yet he personally baptized very few people
himself (1 Corinthians 1:10-17).

2. Assuredly in the mind of the Jew there was a mental crisis when they placed personal faith in Christ, and
then later had children. It was a commandment to circumcise Jewish male babies. We should not be surprised
that there were heated discussions in Acts 15 when Jewish background believers wanted to circumcise the
male babies in the Christian community. This is a very understandable conundrum!

3. In the past there were cultural contexts where Christians thought that a good government should obey the
laws that God gave to Israel. Moses commanded the circumcision of babies in the Jewish community.
Therefore, the Christians thought that they should baptize the babies in the Christian community. They
understood that the christians represented the continuation of the true Jewish community both physically and
spiritually.

4. All of this eventually brought about the idea that the baptism of babies was part of being a patriotic citizen.

Anyone who was questioning this and talking about baptizing adults when they believed in Christ was seen
by the governing authorities as possibly not being loyal citizens. *

From a personal conversation with Dr. Ferris McDaniel
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and he was baptizing them
in the Jordan River as they
confessed their sins.

“I baptize you with water,
for repentance, but the one
coming after me is more
powerful than I am—I am
not worthy to carry his
sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and
fire.

Then Jesus came from
Galilee to John to be
baptized by him in the
Jordan River.

But John tried to prevent
him, saying, “I need to be
baptized by you, and yet
you come to me?”

After Jesus was baptized,
just as he was coming up
out of the water, the
heavens opened and he saw
the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and
coming on him.
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Matt
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Mark 1:4

Mark 1:5

Mark 1:8

Mark 1:9

Mark
6:14

Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit,

In the wilderness John the
baptizer began preaching a
baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins.

People from the whole
Judean countryside and all
of Jerusalem were going
out to him, and he was
baptizing them in the
Jordan River as they
confessed their sins.

I baptize you with water,
but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.”

Now in those days Jesus
came from Nazareth in
Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan River.

Now King Herod heard
this, for Jesus’ name had
become known. Some were
saying, “John the baptizer
has been raised from the
dead, and because of this,
miraculous powers are at
work in him.”
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So she went out and said to
her mother, “What should I
ask for?” Her mother said,
“The head of John the
baptizer.”

But Jesus said to them,
“You don’t know what you
are asking! Are you able to
drink the cup I drink or be
baptized with the baptism I
experience?”

They said to him, “We are
able.” Then Jesus said to
them, “You will drink the
cup I drink, and you will be
baptized with the baptism I
experience,

The one who believes and is
baptized will be saved, but
the one who does not
believe will be condemned.

So John said to the crowds
that came out to be
baptized by him, “You
offspring of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the
coming wrath?

Tax collectors also came to
be baptized, and they said
to him, “Teacher, what
should we do?”
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Luke
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John answered them all, “I
baptize you with water, but
one more powerful than I
am is coming—I am not
worthy to untie the strap of
his sandals. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit
and fire.

Now when all the people
were baptized, Jesus also
was baptized. And while he
was praying, the heavens
opened,

(Now all the people who
heard this, even the tax
collectors, acknowledged
God’s justice, because they
had been baptized with
John’s baptism.

However, the Pharisees and
the experts in religious law
rejected God’s purpose for
themselves, because they
had not been baptized by
John.)

So they asked John, “Why
then are you baptizing if
you are not the Christ, nor
Eljjah, nor the Prophet?”

John answered them, “I
baptize with water. Among
you stands one whom you
do not recognize,
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These things happened in
Bethany across the Jordan
River where John was
baptizing.

I did not recognize him, but
I came baptizing with water
so that he could be revealed
to Israel.”

And I did not recognize
him, but the one who sent
me to baptize with water
said to me, ‘The one on
whom you see the Spirit
descending and remaining
—this is the one who
baptizes with the Holy
Spirit.’

After this, Jesus and his
disciples came into Judean
territory, and there he
spent time with them and
was baptizing.

John was also baptizing at
Aenon near Salim, because
water was plentiful there,
and people were coming to
him and being baptized.

So they came to John and
said to him, “Rabbi, the one
who was with you on the
other side of the Jordan
River, about whom you
testified—see, he is
baptizing, and everyone is
flocking to him!”
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John 4:1

John 4:2

John

10:40
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Now when Jesus knew that
the Pharisees had heard
that he was winning and
baptizing more disciples
than John

(although Jesus himself
was not baptizing, but his
disciples were),

Jesus went back across the
Jordan River again to the
place where John had been
baptizing at an earlier time,
and he stayed there.

For John baptized with
water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from
now.”

Peter said to them,
“Repent, and each one of
you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins,
and you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

So those who accepted his
message were baptized, and
that day about three

thousand people were
added.

Exported from Logos Bible Software, 4:37PM May 5, 2024.

‘Qc oV éyvw 6 'Inoode 6T
fkovoav oi Papioaiot Ot
‘Inoodg mAeiovag padntag
molel kai Pasttiden 1)
Toavvng

— kaitotye ITnoovg avtog
oVk éPammidev AAN oL
uabnrai avtod —

Kal dmiiABev v tepav
100 Topdavou eig TOV TOTOV
dmov v Twavvng 1o
npOTOV PanTtidwy kal
guevev ekel.

Ot Twavvng pev éBamtioev
voaT, VUELC 6¢ &v TveLuATL
BantioOnoece dyip ov
LUETA TTOAAOG TAVTAG
NUEPA.

[Tetpog &¢ mpog avtovg,
Metavonoate, [pnoiv,] kal
BanmmioOntw ékaotog VUMV
&M T ovopatt Tnood
Xp1otod €ig Apeatv TOV
AUAPTIOV VUDV Kal
AMuweoOe v Swpeav Tod
aylov sveduaTog.

ol pgv oV dmodeEauevor
TOV AOYOV AUTOD
¢Pamtiodnoav kai
npooetednoayv év ) NuUEPa
gKelvn Yuyal maoel
TPLoYIAAL.



Acts 8:12

Acts 8:13

Acts 8:16

Acts 8:36

Acts 8:38
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But when they believed
Philip as he was
proclaiming the good news
about the kingdom of God
and the name of Jesus
Christ, they began to be
baptized, both men and
women.

Even Simon himself
believed, and after he was
baptized, he stayed close to
Philip constantly, and when
he saw the signs and great
miracles that were
occurring, he was amazed.

(For the Spirit had not yet
come upon any of them, but
they had only been baptized
in the name of the Lord
Jesus.)

Now as they were going
along the road, they came
to some water, and the
eunuch said, “Look, there is
water! What is to stop me
from being baptized?”

So he ordered the chariot to
stop, and both Philip and
the eunuch went down into
the water, and Philip
baptized him.

Immediately something
like scales fell from his
eyes, and he could see
again. He got up and was
baptized,
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Acts
10:47
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Acts
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Acts
16:15
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16:33

Acts 18:8

“No one can withhold the
water for these people to be
baptized, who have
received the Holy Spirit just
as we did, can he?”

So he gave orders to have
them baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ. Then they
asked him to stay for
several days.

And I remembered the
word of the Lord, as he
used to say, ‘John baptized
with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy
Spirit.’

After she and her
household were baptized,
she urged us, “If you
consider me to be a believer
in the Lord, come and stay
in my house.” And she
persuaded us.

At that hour of the night he
took them and washed their
wounds; then he and all his
family were baptized right
away.

Crispus, the president of
the synagogue, believed in
the Lord together with his
entire household, and many
of the Corinthians who
heard about it believed and
were baptized.
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Acts 19:3

Acts 19:4

Acts 19:5

Acts

22:16

Rom 6:3

1 Cor 1:13

1Cor 1:14

1 Cor 1:15

So Paul said, “Into what
then were you baptized?”
“Into John’s baptism,” they
replied.

Paul said, “John baptized
with a baptism of
repentance, telling the
people to believe in the one
who was to come after him,
that is, in Jesus.”

When they heard this, they
were baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus,

And now what are you
waiting for? Get up, be
baptized, and have your
sins washed away, calling
on his name.’

Or do you not know that as
many as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death?

Is Christ divided? Paul
wasn’t crucified for you,
was he? Or were you in fact

baptized in the name of
Paul?

I thank God that I did not
baptize any of you except
Crispus and Gaius,

so that no one can say that
you were baptized in my
name!
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1 Cor 1:16

1 Cor 1:17

1 Cor
10:2

1 Cor
12:13
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Gal 3:27

(I also baptized the
household of Stephanus.
Otherwise, I do not
remember whether I
baptized anyone else.)

For Christ did not send me

to baptize, but to preach the
gospel—and not with clever

speech, so that the cross of
Christ would not become
useless.

and all were baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in
the sea,

For in one Spirit we were
all baptized into one body.
Whether Jews or Greeks or
slaves or free, we were all
made to drink of the one
Spirit.

Otherwise, what will those
do who are baptized for the
dead? If the dead are not
raised at all, then why are
they baptized for them?

For all of you who were
baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with
Christ.
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Matt 3:7

Matt
21:25

Mark 1:4

Mark
10:38

_ The NET Bible

But when he saw many
Pharisees and Sadducees
coming to his baptism, he
said to them, “You
offspring of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the
coming wrath?

Where did John’s baptism
come from? From heaven
or from people?” They
discussed this among
themselves, saying, “If we
say, ‘From heaven,” he will
say, ‘Then why did you not
believe him?’

In the wilderness John the
baptizer began preaching a
baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins.

But Jesus said to them,
“You don’t know what you
are asking! Are you able to
drink the cup I drink or be
baptized with the baptism I
experience?”
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Mark
10:39

Mark
11:30

Luke 3:3

Luke
7:29

Luke
12:50

Luke
20:4

Acts 1:22

They said to him, “We are
able.” Then Jesus said to
them, “You will drink the
cup I drink, and you will be
baptized with the baptism I
experience,

John’s baptism—was it
from heaven or from
people? Answer me.”

He went into all the region
around the Jordan River,
preaching a baptism of
repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.

(Now all the people who
heard this, even the tax
collectors, acknowledged
God’s justice, because they
had been baptized with
John’s baptism.

I have a baptism to
undergo, and how
distressed I am until it is
finished!

John’s baptism—was it
from heaven or from
people?”

beginning from his baptism

by John until the day he
was taken up from us—one
of these must become a
witness of his resurrection
together with us.”
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Acts
10:37

Acts
13:24

Acts
18:25

Acts 19:3

Acts 19:4

Rom 6:4

you know what happened
throughout Judea,
beginning from Galilee
after the baptism that John
announced:

Before Jesus arrived, John
had proclaimed a baptism
for repentance to all the
people of Israel.

He had been instructed in
the way of the Lord, and
with great enthusiasm he
spoke and taught accurately
the facts about Jesus,
although he knew only the
baptism of John.

So Paul said, “Into what
then were you baptized?”
“Into John’s baptism,” they
replied.

Paul said, “John baptized
with a baptism of
repentance, telling the
people to believe in the one
who was to come after him,
that is, in Jesus.”

Therefore we have been
buried with him through
baptism into death, in
order that just as Christ
was raised from the dead
through the glory of the
Father, so we too may live a
new life.
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Eph 4:5

Col 2:12

Heb 6:2

1 Pet 3:21

one Lord, one faith, one
baptism,

Having been buried with
him in baptism, you also
have been raised with him
through your faith in the
power of God who raised
him from the dead.

teaching about baptisms,
laying on of hands,
resurrection of the dead,
and eternal judgment.

And this prefigured
baptism, which now saves

you—not the washing off of

physical dirt but the pledge

of a good conscience to God

—through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ,

Exported from Logos Bible Software, 4:37PM May 5, 2024.

elg KUplog, pia o, v
Bantioua,

OUVTAPEVTEG AVTY &V T
Basttiou®, £&v @ kal
ovvnyepOnte Sia Tig
miotewg TG évepyelag tod
Beod TOD yeipavtog aVTOV
EK VEKPOV-

Bamtioudv Sidayig
¢mbeoeng Te XE1pDV,
AVAOTACEWG TE VEKPDV KAl
KPIUATOC aiwVviov.

0 Kai VUGG AVTITUITOV VDV
omdel famTiopa, oV CapKOG
amoBeoig VIOV AAAGL
OULVEIBT|oEWG AyadT)g
emepoTNUA gig Oedv, 8T
avaotaoewg Inood
Xprotov,



	Bible Search for baptize
	Bible Search for baptism

